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   Winter has nearly arrived. People have retrieved their coats from the back 
of the closet, and everyone is itching to turn on the Christmas radio. Well, if 
you aren't quite ready for the entire Mariah Carey Christmas album, but you 
do want to get into the spirit, you should head down to the Winter Concert 
at McDonald High School on December 
18th at 7:00pm. 

The concert consists of performances 
from a vast array of musicians. The night 
will start with the  Jr high band playing 
several songs including "Heroes of the 

Galaxy", "Let It Snow! Let It Snow! Let It Snow!", "A Holly Jolly Christmas", and a 
few other songs. Next, the choir will sing songs including "Christmas (Baby 
Please Come Home)", "Believe" from The Polar Express, "Carol of the Snow", 
and "All I Want for Christmas is You" by Mariah Carey. The closing performance 
will be done by the Sr. high band playing "Sleigh Ride", "The Sounds of 

Christmas Joy", and more. 

While every concert is special, this year 's 
concert is the first with Ms. Baker as the music 
director. Ms. Baker is excited for her first 
concert with McDonald and is confident in her 
students' abilit ies. She said, "I feel great going 
into my first concert at McDonald. The 
students have been working hard since the 
beginning of the school year, and this concert 
will be an 
opportunity 
to 
showcase 
our hard 
work and 
talent." 
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    Sleigh Riding In On A High Note
  Volume 03,  Issue 6|  Date:  December 9, 2019

By: Hannah Wer le

Choir  st udent s work  on t heir  
par t s. Phot o Credit : Theresa 
Great house

Saxophones, Brass, Percussion, and Low 
End work  on "The Sounds of  Chr ist m as 
Joy" .

Ar t icle cont inues on page 2
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"Sleigh Riding" continued from page 1

Over the year, Ms. Baker has pushed the students to 
work on new and challenging things. She added, "The students 
have great energy and a willingness to learn and try something 
new. Throughout the year, we will keep expanding our 
repertoire to more challenging songs, so we are currently 
building toward a more challenging spring concert." It is 
important to challenge oneself in order to continue to grow, 
and Ms. Baker is doing a wonderful job at doing just that.

The students really appreciate these new challenges. 
Sophomore saxophone and clarinet player Dominique Madden 
said, "I'm excited to learn more about what I'm capable of playing. I always love a good challenge." The bands 
and choir have strived to make their performances the best possible.

One of the best things about these concerts is that they provide a great opportunity for students to show 
what their hard work and efforts have brought. Junior choir member Leanna Batchelder said, "I chose to be in 
choir because I like to sing, so I am very excited for this winter concert. I think my classmates and I are going to 
do an excellent job this year." Everyone in the music program is there because they love it, so come out and 
support them during the winter concert.  

Woodw inds work  on a challenging rhyt hm  in 
t he audit or ium . 

Santa Is Coming To McDonald By: Elle Airhar t
Christmas time is here with happiness and millions of American dollars going 
to the newest Barbie doll out on the shelves. With the commercial holiday 
Christmas around the corner, everyone is decorating and starting the 
traditions they have. McDonald participates in the festivities as well with 
decorations across the school and a sparkling tree in the office and outside of 
the commons.

The premier event in McDonald is Christmas In The Village. It was held on 
Saturday, November 30th and the festivities started at 6:30. Many volunteers 
from the school helped out. The art club provided an art show and offered 
face painting to any willing kids in the area. There were also several musical 
acts that performed from community members and their singalong to our very 
own Junior High band playing Christmas classics. Volunteers helped fill 

everyone's bellies with sweet desserts and their bodies warm with hot cocoa and coffee.  Hay rides were open to the 
children and other visitors. Santa Claus came for a short visit and took photos with the children inside the fire station.

This year was particularly special as the lighting was in honor of Mrs. Cindy Robinson who unfortunately 
passed last summer. Brooklyn Bokan, who helped give out the desserts, said, "I volunteered for Christmas In The 
Village because I love how our whole community comes together to honor Miss Cindy. I feel it is always important to 
give back to my community. My favorite part is that I'm able to contribute to the children making memories that I 
know I was able to make when I was younger."

One of the events at Christmas In The Village was the tree lighting. The large pine tree outside the fire 
department was strung up with lights and other decorations at its base. It 's been a long tradition in McDonald around 
this time of year. With a big cheer, the tree is lit and everyone enjoys another lovely Christmas with each other as a 
community.

In school, the art club runs a Secret Santa every year. It is completely voluntary and lasts for the three weeks 
we are in session for December. Fifteen years ago, the art club officers at that time decided it would be a nice way to 
get to know all of the different members. It was clearly an excellent way considering it has been going on since then. 
Ar ticle continues on page 3

The l i t  t ree in all of  i t s glory.
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"Santa" continued from page 2 

Each student is assigned another member and they secretly leave a gift under 
the tree in the art room. They leave one gift every week that progressively 
grows in importance. At the end of it all, they have a large lunch with the entire 
club and the students give their final big gift to their recipients.

Mrs. Mills expresses her favorite part about the event, "The Art Club 
Secret Santa gift exchange has become a really fun tradition in the art room. I 
love seeing the students run in to check under the tree for their gifts. My 
favorite part is watching them get to know a student that they normally 

wouldn?t have known."

It isn't just the students who enjoy all 
the action. The teachers have a Secret Santa too. They do one every year 
around the same time and exchange presents. They have a lot of fun with the 
exchange along with the decorations they add to their rooms, classroom 
doors, and the hallways. Students better watch out for the Christmas tree 
outside the commons on the corner. We can't take sharp turns anymore.

McDonald has a very diverse and exciting way to celebrate Christmas and 
other holidays. It is beautiful and a lovely way to enjoy the winter holidays as a 
community and families. We may be a tiny town but we do know how to have 
a big Christmas celebration.

Cody Walsh visit ing Sant a Claus.

The Junior  High band per form ing.

McDonald, Br iefly By Nikolina Drobnjak
Professor Bill Leamon 
of Notre Dame 
College held an 
assembly to give 
Juniors and Seniors 
tips on achieving 
success in college.  We 
would like to thank 
Professor Leamon for 
taking the time to visit 
MHS and give useful 
advice to the 
students.

The Seniors went to YSU to take part in Penguin 
Preview Day.  Students participated in programs 
geared toward degrees offered at the university and 
even had the chance to meet President Jim Tressel.

Members of McDonald 
Student Volunteers (MSV) 
volunteered at Roosevelt 
Elementary to assist with a 
Thanksgiving performance 
held by the Kindergarten 
class by serving refreshments 
to students and parents.
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- Always have your seat belt on - Drive slow and cautiously

- Try to look out for ice - Be aware of your surroundings

- Do the speed limit or go slower - Drive slower at night, ice is harder to spot

Make sure to always be a defensive driver by driving alert, being aware 
of your surroundings, and making sure you have enough room when on 
the road (not riding bumper to bumper). Just because you're a good 
driver doesn't mean others on the road are.

I interviewed Cheyenne Harris, who has been driving for two years and 
has experienced what sliding is like. When asked if there were any 
accidents she said, "No accidents happened, but I almost hit another 
car. Luckily I stopped in time." She continued, "The roads can get really 
bad, if you need to go somewhere don't go alone and see if someone 
can take you. Drive slow and keep your eyes wide open because not 
only do you have to watch if you slide, you have to watch for others. They might not be able to stop in time."

When asked what she does to stay safe first time driver Evinn Miller said, "I don't speed up past the limit, I don't 
ride bumper to bumper, I keep the radio to the point where I can still hear what 's going on around me, and of 
course always have my seat belt on." She added, "Just because you're a good driver doesn't mean others are." 

Safe Winter  Dr iving 

When cars slide during winter it 's usually caused by black ice, a form of ice you can't see on paved roads. When 
temperatures are as low as 30 degrees and light snow or rain hits the road, it will then form ice. According to 
www.weather.gov, weather during the winter can fall below freezing while the roads and bridges surfaces are 
still wet resulting in black ice. Bridges freeze faster than roads because they are higher in the air where the wind 
can freeze it to even lower temperatures. The ice on the roads and bridges prevent the tires from creating 
traction, which is what keeps the car stable while driving and prevents sliding.

By: Theresa Great house

Why do cars sl ide?

What  t o do when sliding
When the vehicle starts to slide don't panic take and deep breath. According to edgarshyder.com, you should do 
the following when sliding: 

- Don't use the breaks or gas, turn the wheel the same direction the vehicle is sliding

- Steer the vehicle towards the direction you want it to go, then slightly press the gas

- If you don't have anti-lock breaks you will need to pump the breaks while steering the wheel slowly out of 
sliding. If you do have anti-lock breaks you just break normally

Defensive Dr iving is Key

Safe t ravels t hrough MHS halls

It 's that time of the year and winter driving is upon us. Winter driving can be scary but there are some things to 
keep you safe such as always make sure your fuel is not on E, have a blanket because anything could happen 
and, most important, stay alert and in control. 

Final Tips:
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Music Review : A Pentatonix Christmas
By: Elle Airhar t

It's the holiday season and the time everyone has been waiting for. The snow days 
and the holiday are lovely, but most of all, hopefully, the genre of music is there too. The 
album under the microscope this time is Pentatonix's third Christmas album A Pentatonix 
Christmas.

According to Pentatonix's official website, the five member a capella group have 
been around since 2011. The members include Scott Hoying as a main singer of sorts, Mitch 
Grassi who fills the soprano slot in the band, Kirstin Maldonado as the alto singer, Kevin 
'K.O.' Olusola who beat boxes to act as the percussion section in a song, and lastly Matt 
Sallee who is the bass singer since 2018. Avi Kaplan previously held that spot since the 
band's inception, however, he left the a capella group for personal reasons and to stay closer 
to his family and friends as the fast paced music industry pulled him from them.

The band has been awarded three Grammys and sold nearly 10 million albums 
worldwide. Their shows have sold out for hundreds of thousands of fans across the globe. Nine of their albums have reached the 
top 10 in the 200 Billboard Chart. That's quite a feat.

As for the album A Pentatonix Christmas specifically, it was released in 2016. They sing classics like "White Christmas" 
and "Walking In A Winter Wonderland". Some of the classics have a pop twist to them as they play with the rhythm and add 
iconic pop song beats, or are remixed with other pop songs produced by other musicians. An example would be their Winter 
Wonderland mash-up of the classic and the pop song "Don't Worry Be Happy". The music is faster and shares lyrics from both 
songs. The melodies and countermelodies that are found in both songs fit well together and I believe Pentatonix pulls off the 
mash-up really well.

Personally, I think it is a great album with a lot of good qualities. I think it's impressive that they can produce such 
interesting music with simply their voices and add their own spin to it. The fact they don't simply produce their own songs, but 
give variations of other extremely popular songs in the industry shows their versatility. 

One downside for me is how busy the music can be. There is so much going on that you can't always hear the original 
songs when the vocalists perform. That may be a good thing, but after a while it can get overwhelming from a listener's point of 
view, especially when you are working with it in the background. I have had many experiences where I have to pause the music 
and continue with my concentration or let it play out before starting again on my difficult Alegbra II homework.

So, the album adds its own spin to Christmas classics. The five members put a lot of effort into their music and 
performances. Give it a listen that is hopefully after Thanksgiving.

The talk of using plastic straws has been all over the internet lately with the release of 
one video of a plastic straw being removed from a hurt turtle. A lot of people went with extreme 
reactions to this with some saying how plastic straws need to be banned where others have taken 
the side of nothing as they believe that plastic straw waste is just a small part of the pollution and 
that people should be worried about bigger things. The two sides of this debate are people 
concerned with our environment and others who don't want to be bothered.

Plastic straw waste is indeed just a small part of the pollution on this earth but that doesn't 
mean we should do nothing. Plastic straws are too small to be recycled so that means every straw you've ever used is either in a 
landfill somewhere or it ended up in our oceans. I mean, how many straws do you use in a week alone? Some major cities have 
even banned plastic straws like in Boston no restaurant or fast food place will ever give you a straw. 

There may be a lot of pollution in our oceans and straws might only be a little part, but how hard is it for the majority to 
stop using straws or change over to reusable straws? It's not likely for all plastic straws to be banned completely with how plastic 
straws help many people with disabilities. However, this doesn't mean that we all can't help out with the reduction of plastic. 
Recycling and using a reusable straw could help out a lot if the majority of people stared to do it. So maybe it's worth making a 
little change instead of doing nothing because you feel that you can't be bothered or you won't make a difference. 

Editor ial: Save The Tur tles!
By Elise McMast er
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This month's featured artist is Desi Wray. When asked about the origins of art she said, "In 6th grade I really 
started to get serious with school and what I wanted to do when I got older. I thought to myself that I really like 
drawing and that maybe it was something I could really do." She added, "I drew something almost everyday. 
Seeing the art shows at school, around the state, and school media, it just clicked that I really liked doing art." 

When asked what type of tools she likes to use she said, "I try to use as many different kinds of media I can get, 
but most of the time I just use normal pencils." She has art pieces that are both bright and dark. Some of her 
pieces have meaning where as some just come to her out of no where. 

   

Featured Ar tist-  Desi Wray
By: Theresa Great house

"This is just a random girl that 
just came into my head. I did it 
for fun" 

"This piece is a reverse snowman and the 
meaning behind it is that, just because 
something is different doesn't mean it can't be 
beautiful."

Should Chr istmas Music Be Played Before Or  
After  Thanksgiving? By: Elle Airhar t

We live in a controversial society. It 's a very monstrous 
question. Friends and families become divided with this simple 
question. The question is, "When should Christmas music start 
playing- before or after Thanksgiving?"

Before Whenever Af t er

11 4 10

This is the debate of the century. Out of the 25 voters, listening to 
Christmas music before Thanksgiving won by one single vote. The 
eleven students must need more sleep or something in my 
opinion, but their vote still stands. The ten that disagree will be 
sad to hear of their defeat. As for the four that said whenever is a 
valid answer have clearly lost their minds. It 's all fine, this was 
purely for science. 
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Werle's Wor ld of Books
By: Hannah Wer le

Author Rick Riordian is known for many of his books including the 
Percy Jackson and the Olympians series and the Heroes of Olympus series, but 
one of his lesser known books, The Red Pyramid, is equally amazing. 

The Red Pyramid is mythological fiction that follows brother and sister 
duo Carter and Sadie. When their mother died, Carter and Sadie were 
separated into two different worlds. Carter was to stay with his father and 
Sadie would stay with her grandparents, only to see each other on special 
occasions. During one of these special visitations, their father takes them to 
the British Museum in London, where he accidentally releases the 
mythological Egyptian deities Isis, Horus, Osiris, Nephthys, and Set, the latter 
of whom banishes their father to a different realm. Now, Carter and Sadie 
must flee for their lives and uncover secrets that could determine the fate of 
the world. 

I really enjoyed The Red Pyramid, it was one of those books that just pulled me in and left me wanting 
more. One thing that I enjoyed about this book is that it doesn't take itself too seriously. With a topic like 
mythical Egyptian gods, one can never take things too seriously. We'd hate to have another Twilight situation on 
our hands. The book doesn't do that, and even though there are definitely moments where risks and tensions 
are high, there are an equal amount of times when you must laugh at some sarcastic comment or joke.  The 
story was filled with all kinds of irony and lovable bickering between siblings that will make you laugh between 
worries that the evil Set has succeeded. 

To be honest, the only thing I didn't like about this book is that it ended. As I previously mentioned, this 
book is the kind of story that pulls you in and leaves you wanting more, so when I turned that final page, I was 
sad that it was over. Even though this book has two sequels, you get invested in the story, and when it 's all over, 
you have to feel a litt le bit disappointed. 

The Red Pyramid is a book that can be read at any age and any moment in your life and still enjoy it. Rick 
Riordian captivates you with a rich and comical writing style and characters that you'll never forget. This book is 
definitely worth a try.

Horoscope of the Month
Novem ber  22- Decem ber  21

Sagittarius are known to be interested in many 
things and learn about those things they find 
interest in. They are curious, honest, and often 
impatient. Sagittarius like to go on adventures 
and explore all around. Sagittarius are 
dreamers who make their own dreams come 
true. These people are happy and always in a 
good mood for some entertainment. 

Strengths- Open handed, idealistic looks, 
incredible humor

Weaknesses- Inability to fulfill promises, lacks 
patience, lack of tact

Lucky numbers- 3,12,21,30

Adapted from- Astrology.care

By: Theresa Great house
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